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Peer Reviewed Search Strategy

Step 1. We previously had searched Ovid MEDLINE database for publications from 1974 to 2023 with the following
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) terms and key words combined with OR:

MeSH Term 1: Advance care planning OR

Key words: advance, end-of-life, palliative, hospice, advance directives, living will, power of attorney for
healthcare, health care proxy, surrogate decision maker, medical directive Code status, do not
resuscitate, do not intubate, do not hospitalize, out-of-hospital DNR, physician orders for
life -sustaining treatment, medical orders for life sustaining treatment

AND
MeSH Term 2: Documentation OR

Key words: care plan, electronic health record, claims, billing codes, structured data fields, international
classification of diseases

The database search yielded 225 articles.

Step 2. Using Covidence screening software, two project team members independently reviewed the titles and abstracts
of each of the initial 225 articles returned from the database search, evaluating each article for inclusion or exclusion.
One article was deemed a duplicate and was removed. A third author reviewed and adjudicated discordant screening
decisions.

We included articles that were:

e English-language research studies that were based on adult United States (US) populations
e focused specifically on ACP in hospital settings

Though the initial database search captured articles published between 1974 and 2023, we further restricted the date of
publication to only include articles published between January 2014 to October 2023 to yield more contemporaneous
results given there has been an evolution in the approach to ACP in the past 10 years.

We excluded articles that were:

e based solely on pediatric populations

e editorials or perspective pieces

e not related to ACP

e limited to examining ACP in the context of the COVID pandemic

We identified 78 articles for exclusion based on review of titles and abstracts. Following the title and abstract review,
one author reviewed the full texts of the remaining 146 articles and identified 121 articles for exclusion. We conducted
data extraction from the remaining 25 articles eligible for inclusion in our review.

Step 3. Using a standardized instrument, three authors abstracted data from the 25 articles identified for inclusion using
database search.

Step 4. Seven additional articles were commonly cited throughout our literature review and were included in data
abstraction.



Step 5. At CMS’ request, we supplemented our citations with literature published from 2023 through April 2025 by
searching PubMed using key words of “Advance Care Planning Billing United States,” “Advance Care Planning EHR
United States,” Advance Directive United States,” or “Advance Care Planning Unites States.”

Step 6. Two team members evaluated the articles and added seven recent citations to the existing list of references that
provided evidence of measure need.
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